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Human Resource Development in Optical Sciences: Past and Future

Challenges and Prospects

Kashiko KODATE

In contemporary Japan, it is an imperative and urgent task to reflect on and make the best of the re-
sources, talent and research output that we currently have in order to maintain world-leading and cut-
ting edge technologies such as optics. Human resource development in science and technology is one
of the areas which requires more attention and investment to achieve this goal. This report highlights
the past activities of the Optical Society of Japan in fostering young and female researchers. One innova-
tive undertaking was the development of a roadmap to visibly demonstrate the skills, competencies and
areas of need in twenty years’ time, and a variety of possible career paths open to those with higher de-
grees in science and technology. This report also presents recent proposals from the Science Council of
Japan and the Japan Society of Applied Physics, all of which the author has been closely engaged in.
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